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How the criminal justice system handles cases with mental health problems is crucial in determining its successes to the community. Strategies put in place by national, state, and local governments, on mental health cases should focus more on providing care than on involving the criminal justice system. Therefore, more bodies, the mental health system, public defendants, and the criminal justice system, should establish strategies to improve outcomes in such cases. There are various aspects of the criminal justice system that can change for better handling of mental health cases. 
As first responders to persons with mental health illnesses, policies in the police department have not quite been useful in helping such cases. Persons with mental illness account for a large percent of the fatal shootings undertaken by police officers. Therefore, better policies on handling mental health issues should be a crucial matter in the police department. 
Many of the jails and prisons act as treatment facilities for mental health cases when they cannot handle such cases. Inmates do not get the right mental health care or services required. There is a lack of enough treatment systems, and many are stuck in jail often for unnecessary reasons. Furthermore, these facilities lack enough staffing, training, and support needed to handle cases with mental health issues. 
The court has done little to help cases with mental health issues. For instance, aggressive policies on the “war on drugs and crime” have led to many people with mental problems sentenced to many years in jail. Because such cases are not mental health problems, defendants do not get the right help they need. 


For better handling of the mentally ill, police departments should collaborate with mental health professionals, and advocates, and many others, to develop an effective strategy that handles mental health cases. In partnership with the community, there are better strategies that are much more effective. 
Policies such as those that improve crisis intervention also play a crucial role in better handling of the mentally ill. Devoting more resources to crisis intervention ensures cases such as the fatal shooting of the mentally ill is at its minimum. Police have a specialized response to mental health cases. Also, better crisis intervention cases with mental issues are likely to end up in psychiatric facilities rather than jails. 
With better policies, there is improved mental health care in the community and provision of services, for the mentally ill. Furthermore, persons with mental issues tend to deteriorate in jails and should get the right care, service, and medication. 
The handling of the mentally ill in the courts improves with better policies. For instance, addressing treatment first before trial, specialized housing facilities while awaiting, and leniency in verdicts, with treatment as a priority. Timely evaluation and screening will help individuals divert from the criminal justice system to a more successful treatment plan. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]As a result, the criminal justice system plays a crucial role in helping the mentally ill by finding ways to divert such cases. For instance, crisis intervention can involve professionals and consultant in mental health care rather than the police themselves. Also, courts use early detection and evaluation processes to divert the mentally ill person from standing long trials, which affect their health, and instead, get better treatment. With a collaboration with the community, the criminal justice system directs mentally ill cases to hospital and psychiatric facilities rather than jails and prisons.
